
CX_F_7_F7_LA_1_04-20-03_su_1_CMYK
2003:04:04:11:27:34

‘Good
at Heart’

This story will be on The Times’ Web site
at www.latimes.com/kids.

Reuben Muñoz
Los Angeles Times

By Jennifer James
Special to The Times

“I
N spite of everything, I
still believe that people
are really good at heart.”

Jenny stopped reading
and looked up at her

grandfather. “Do you know who said
that, Grandpa? A young girl who was
in hiding with her family. Bad people
wanted to take them away to some
kind of camp.”

“I have read that book,” said
Grandpa softly.

“How could she say that people are
really good at heart?” Jenny asked.

“Because people were risking their
lives to make sure the family was pro-
tected from the Nazis,” explained
Grandpa.

“Her name was Anne Frank,” Jenny
stated. “We have been reading her
diary at school.”

“I know about her, little one. She
was a brave child. Throughout history
there have been brave little girls. Do
you remember in school when you
studied about slavery in America?”
asked Grandpa.

“Yes. That was a bad time. People
were brought over here from Africa
and forced to work against their will,”
Jenny replied.

“I just finished reading a story about
a child who was brought to the British
colony of Massachusetts as a slave. She
was probably about 7 years old,”
Grandpa looked over his glasses at
Jenny to see her reaction.

“Younger than I am! How brave she

must have been!” Jenny exclaimed.
“She was sold into the wealthy

Wheatley household in Boston,” said
Grandpa.

“Where were her parents,
Grandpa?” asked Jenny.

“Nobody knows,” Grandpa replied.
“I never knew my parents, so I know

how that feels,” Jenny said sadly. “Who
was she?”

“They named the little girl Phillis.
She grew up to become the first Afri-
can American to publish a book.”

“She became a writer?” Jenny
asked.

“Yes, she was a famous poet,”
Grandpa explained. “You see, the
Wheatleys discovered how intelligent
little Phillis was. Mrs. Wheatley saw
to it she was taught English, Latin and

Greek and raised her almost as if she
were her own child.”

“Mrs. Wheatley must have loved
Phillis the same way you love me,”
Jenny whispered. “I am glad you want
to raise me.”

Grandpa’s eyes filled with tears. 
“So, people really are good at heart,

aren’t they, Grandpa?”
“Most of them, little one, most of

them.”
Author’s note: To learn more about
these brave children and the people
who helped them, read “Anne Frank:
The Diary of a Young Girl” and “Revo-
lutionary Poet: A Story About Phillis
Wheatley” by Maryann N. Weidt.

“I Am Spider-Man,” illustrated by 11-year-old
Mike, of Pasadena’s Willard Elementary School. 
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From nerdy to noble 
“I Am Spider-Man”
By Acton Figueroa

Peter Parker is a normal boy — until he
goes on a class field trip to learn about spi-
ders. When a certain radioactive spider bites
him, his whole life changes forever.

Before he was bitten, he was nerdy. But
now, he’s a strong crime fighter. And he is in
danger every second of the day.

Mike, 11
Willard Elementary, Pasadena

“Sam and the Lucky Money”
By Karen Chinn

This is a story about a boy named Sam.
The problem is that Sam wants to spend the
$4 that his grandparents gave him for Chi-
nese New Year. But he does not know what to
spend it on. Sam’s grandparents said he
could buy whatever he wants so Sam and his
mother go to Chinatown to spend it. Sam no-
tices an old man with bare feet. It is winter.
Sam wants to get something for himself but
he thinks about the old man. Sam goes into
the toy store. Read the book to find out what
Sam does with his lucky money.

Alise, 8
Windsor Hills Elementary, Los Angeles

Kids, send us a short book review with an
illustration of the story if you like to draw.
Mail it to Kids’ Reading Room, Los
Angeles Times, 202 W. 1st St., Los
Angeles, CA 90012; or fax to (213)
237-0732; or e-mail kidsreading
room@latimes.com.
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Give a book.
Get a happy ending.

April 26-27 at UCLA

Buy. Donate. Enlighten!

Buy a new K-3rd grade children’s book 
at the Los Angeles Times Festival of Books

and drop it off at the Reading by 9 booths in
the Children’s Area. You can also drop off new
or gently used books at any Starbucks location
from March 19 – April 22. All donated books
will be matched with a new book from
Scholastic Inc. and distributed to needy schools
throughout Southern California.

For more information 
about Reading by 9:

1-877-READBY9 or 
latimes.com/readingby9
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